An estimated 103 million Pakistanis, or 63% of the population, fall under the age of 25 years. Such a young population must be regarded a vital asset for a country and its development, keeping in view that its youth is educated, positively engaged and has varied avenues of employment to choose from. However, in developing countries like Pakistan, the youth like all other population subgroups face the problem of poor resource availability and the provision of basic amenities of life such as access to good health care, education, housing and food. All these problems owe in large parts to the exacerbated problem of unemployment, which in the years to come are likened to grow as the economy and educational system are unable to accommodate the youth. This is the best time for Pakistan to invest in youth and reactivate and relocate their disfranchised energies towards economic and social development in Pakistan. Both the government and society must join hands on changing focus of policy and programs to make them more youth focused, so as to protect the emotional and physical health of the youth, their skill-based education, and provision of recreational facilities, employment, and above all incorporation of self-confidence, motivation and courage to move forward.
The 12th PAP conference will take a detailed and provocative look at the problems which are common afflictions of our youth, finding their solutions through a dialogue-exchange process and interactive sessions with key policymakers, media representatives, civil society representatives and eminent researchers. This will help enhance the prospects of our youth and taking them out of their educational, social and financial predicaments. The conference will also aim hugely at recognizing the employment challenges of our youth and will be seeking coherent, innovative and proven recommendations to support young people's efforts to obtain a decent move in the employment industry. 

